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Method and apparatus for controlling a cutting blade 
which cuts pattern pieces from layups of sheet 
material held in a compressed condition by vacuum 
employs a pressure sensor to detect previous cuts 
near the blade as the blade advances along a cutting 
path through the layup. The sensor has a pickup 
which translates with the blade along the cutting path 
and the reduced pressure produced by the vacuum in 
the previous cuts is sensed as the blade comes into 
close proximity to the cuts. When a cut is detected, 
control mechanism regulating the motions of the 
blade through the layup respond to the detected cut 
and vary the cutting parameters of the blade to 
permit more accurate cutting in regions adjacent the 
cut. 
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